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sive fife.    The three years which followed
were years of excitement and distraction.
In the summer of 1777 the college life at New
Haven was broken up, and the classes were
disposed in various towns, the Junior class,
in which Webster belonged, being stationed
at Glastonbury and placed under the charge
of Tutor Buckminster.    This was the time
when all New England, especially the south-'
ern part, was thrown into a ferment by Bur-
goyne's movements, and men were hurried
into the field to meet this  army coming
down from the north.    Webster's father
was captain in the alarm list, and Webster
shouldered his musket as a private in his
father's company.    The episode was prob-
ably in the summer vacation, and put a stop
to his work on the farm rather than to his
studies in college.   Burgoyne's defeat re-
leased the young volunteer, but an educa-
tion which was divided between the camp
and the cloister was pretty sure to be fruit-
ful in something beside scholastic learning.
A college, scattered as if by the enemy's
bombs into country villages, was likely to
think with all the eagerness of youth upon
questions of political ethics, and of the broad*